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Abstract 
The article hypothesizes that the genesis of Russian Asian and African studies can best 
be understood by placing the arguments in the context of the "Eastern Question". The 
article explains why in Russia graduates of Asian and African bachelor's and master's 
degrees have mainly only two specialties – in history and philology.  The reasons for the 
existence of several Asian and African educational models of master's and bachelor's 
degrees are investigated, the concept of “alternative Asian and African studies” is 
introduced, and examples of its development in modern Russia are given. The author 
raises the question of the need to separate the specialty “Asian and African Studies” into 
an independent scientific direction, to include it in the register of scientific directions of 
the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation, to create Asian and 
African Studies graduate schools, dissertation councils and to defend dissertations for 
the degrees of candidates and doctors of sciences. The author calls to turn to common 
sense and remove the bureaucratic block from scientific research in the field of Asian 
and African studies. 
 
Keywords: Asian studies, African Studies, Oriental Studies, Orientalism, “The Eastern 
Question”, Russian Foreign Policy, Education in the USSR and the Russian Federation  
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