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Special Features of Studies, Interim and Ongoing Assessments for Bachelor’s, 

Specialist, and Master’s Students with Disabilities and Health Conditions at 

National Research University Higher School of Economics 

 

 

1. General Provisions 

1.1. This annex outlines the specific aspects of the educational process for 

Bachelor’s, Specialist, and Master’s students with disabilities and health conditions at 

National Research University Higher School of Economics. 

1.2. The educational process for persons with disabilities and health conditions aims 

to ensure their access to the educational services provided by HSE University and their 

integration into the university's social and academic environment.  

1.3. These special features have been developed in compliance with Federal Law 

No. 273-FZ "On Education in the Russian Federation," dated December 29, 2012, and 

Methodological Recommendations for organising the educational process for persons with 

disabilities and health conditions in higher education institutions, including requirements 

to equipment, approved as per the established procedure by the Ministry of Education and 

Science of the Russian Federation.  

 

2. Special Features of Educational Process  

2.1. The educational process for individuals with disabilities and health conditions 

at HSE University is tailored to fit within the university's degree programmes, with 

specially adjusted individual curricula and class timetables to accommodate their 

psychophysical development needs, individual capabilities, and health conditions. 

2.2. Upon admission to HSE University, students with disabilities and health 

conditions have the option to disclose their status in the relevant section of the 

Acknowledgement Form for HSE University's Charter and Bylaws by ticking a relevant 

box.  

2.3. Should a student with disabilities and health conditions require special 

accommodations for participation in a study-related event and wish to verify their 

eligibility, they must submit an online application to the Student Service Centre (referred 

to as "SSC") at least 10 days before the event. The application must be supported by 

medical documents confirming the student's individual needs, such as a medical certificate 

from medical and social service experts or a confirmation letter from a psychological, 

medical, and pedagogical commission. Additionally, recommendations for an individual 

rehabilitation and health improvement programme or a certificate confirming the student's 

health conditions necessitating special study conditions should be included.  
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2.4. The student can monitor the status of their application through the CSS online 

service. 

2.5. The application for special accommodations may include the following 

information, if needed: 

2.5.1. request for the services of a study assistant. Requirements for this position 

are outlined in the Regulations on the Teaching Assistant Project, the Faculty’s Digital 

Assistant Project, and Study Assistant Project at HSE University; 

2.5.2. inquiry about special technical equipment available at HSE University for 

individual or collective use by students with disabilities and health conditions; 

2.5.3. request for special software; 

2.5.4. request for breaks during classes and interim assessments due to health 

conditions; 

2.5.5. request for psychological and pedagogical support to address any difficulties 

encountered in following their individual curriculum, as well as assistance with social and 

cultural integration in the learning environment (in collaboration with the Psychological 

Counselling Centre at HSE University);   

2.5.6. request for a personal technical assistant who will attend the student's interim 

assessments; 

2.5.7. request for alternative formats of ongoing assessment elements, including 

remote options; 

2.5.8. request for additional time during examinations, exceeding the standard 

duration. This may include up to 60 minutes for written examinations, up to 20 minutes for 

preparation for an oral presentation, and up to 15 minutes for an oral presentation. 

2.6. Upon receipt, the student's application and medical certificates will be 

registered by the manager of the Office for Support of Special Categories of Students. The 

manager will review the application to determine if the requested accommodations are 

feasible and can be granted. Within 5 days of receiving the application, the manager will 

inform the programme manager of the approved special conditions to be provided to the 

student in line with their application. 

2.7. The programme manager will then notify the degree programme’s academic 

supervisor and faculty members about the special conditions required by students with 

disabilities and health conditions for their studies and interim assessments. 

2.8. Students with disabilities and health conditions are required to submit their 

application for special accommodations annually through the SSC’s online service in line 

with the HSE University’s Academic Calendar. 

2.9. The managers of the Office for Support of Special Categories of Students 

maintain comprehensive records of students with disabilities and health conditions to 

ensure the provision of appropriate accommodations and oversee their implementation. 

 

3. Procedure for Conducting Interim and Ongoing Assessments of Students with 

Disabilities and Health Conditions 

3.1. Interim and ongoing assessments for students with disabilities and health 

conditions at HSE University are conducted with due regard to their psychophysical 

development needs, individual abilities, and health conditions. 

3.2. The degree programme’s academic supervisor, taking into account the unique 

characteristics of students with disabilities and health conditions and the specific 

accommodations they require, determines the appropriate conditions and format for their 

interim and ongoing assessments. This may include remote assessments or assessments 
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conducted orally or in writing. Additionally, the academic supervisor ensures the provision 

of necessary study aids, including technical equipment and specialised software, which are 

tailored to the individual needs of each student and sufficient for their interim and ongoing 

assessments. 

3.3. After receiving instructions from the programme manager, the course teacher 

ensures adherence to the following guidelines for conducting interim and ongoing 

assessments for students with disabilities and health conditions, as well as the following 

requirements for special categories of persons with disabilities and health conditions, 

specified in paragraphs 3.3.1-3.3.5 of this clause:  

3.3.1. for blind persons: 

  3.3.1.1. texts are provided in Braille or in the form of an electronic document 

accessible via a computer with specialised software for the blind persons, or should be read 

out by an assistant; 

  3.3.1.2. written assignments are completed on paper in Braille or on a computer 

with specialised software for the blind persons, or should be dictated to an assistant; 

  3.3.1.3. for presentations (if any), students are provided with a set of writing 

utensils and paper for writing in Braille, and a computer with specialised software for the 

blind persons; 

3.3.2. for visually impaired persons: 

  3.3.2.1. individual illumination of at least 300 (three hundred) lux; 

  3.3.2.2. students are provided with a magnifying device to complete the 

assignment, if necessary; 

3.3.3. for deaf and hard of hearing persons: 

  3.3.3.1. sound amplification equipment for collective use; 

  3.3.3.2. if necessary, students are provided with sound amplification equipment 

for individual use; 

3.3.4. for persons with sever speech impairments, deaf and hard of hearing: 

  3.3.4.1. interim and ongoing assessments, at the students’ request, can be carried 

out in writing; 

3.3.5. for persons with musculoskeletal disorders (severe impairment of motor 

functions of the upper limbs or absence of upper limbs): 

  3.3.5.1. assignments are completed on a computer with specialised software or 

dictated to an assistant;  

  3.3.5.2. at the student’s request, interim and ongoing assessments can be 

conducted orally. 

3.4. After receiving instructions from the programme manager, the course teacher 

ensures adherence to the following general requirements for conducting interim and 

ongoing assessments that apply to all students with disabilities and health conditions: 

3.4.1.1. conducting the interim and ongoing assessment of students in the same 

classroom as other students, provided that students with disabilities and health conditions 

face no difficulties in completing the interim and ongoing assessment tasks;  

3.4.1.2. ensuring the presence of an assistant or assistants in the room to offer 

necessary technical support to students with disabilities and health conditions, considering 

their individual needs such as mobility, reading assistance, assignment preparation, and 

communication with examiners;  

3.4.1.3. ensuring that students with disabilities and health conditions have 

access to required technical aids during interim and ongoing assessments, that are not 

mentioned in paragraphs 3.3.1-3.3.5 of clause 3.3, taking into account their individual 
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needs and making sure that general principles of equality are observed during the 

assessments; 

3.4.1.4. holding interim assessment components in classrooms and academic 

buildings at HSE University with barrier-free access to students with disabilities and health 

conditions and use of classrooms, WC, and other premises, including facilities such as 

ramps, handrails, widened doorways, lifts (or classrooms on the ground floor), special 

chairs and other devices; 

3.4.1.5. monitoring the overall duration of the examination if additional time 

is provided to students with disabilities and health conditions, compared to the standard 

duration. This includes allowing up to 60 extra minutes for written examinations, up to 20 

minutes for preparation in oral examinations, and up to 15 minutes for oral presentation. 

3.5. The Regulations for Interim and Ongoing Assessments of Bachelor’s, 

Specialist, and Master’s Students at National Research University Higher School of 

Economics will apply in all other instances not addressed by this document.  


