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TWO PARTS OF THE PRESENTATION

1. What digital social research is 
about? An example

2. How the course will work? 
Themes, projects, grades…



Martin Seligman Johannes Eichstaedt

The example of 
digital research

How to turn noisy chat 
on Twitter into the 
data on well-being, 
stress and mortality?

You can look it up and 
read the materials on 
their site. It’s great 
work done at UPenn





PUBLIC MOOD and DEATH FROM HEART DISEASE
correlation of Twitter data and ground truth data

on aggregate level of counties



PUBLIC MOOD and DEATH FROM HEART DISEASE
Twitter topics predictive of higher death rate



PUBLIC MOOD and DEATH FROM HEART DISEASE
Twitter topics predictive of lower death rate



Our course will introduce you to the 
studies of important social issues based 
on digital traces of human activities

• it will be hands-on project work and 
seminar discussions

• focus on issues rather than data 
techniques

• no prerequisites

• no need to know R or statistics



In order to have real hands-on group work we 
will focus on four particular research questions 
to answer using digital data. 

First, we use secondary data to analyze and 
discuss two questions:

• Which cultural regions in the US we can 
distinguish? We will focus on the US because it 
has a lot of data published already

• Which macro-regions in the world we can 
distinguish based on the similarities of nations 
as revealed by digital data?



You will study these maps (the data is from online dating site 
OKCupid) and similar sources in order to build your own vision 
of political and cultural division of the United States. 



You will read several articles like the one below and compare 
the results in order to build your own vision of political and 
cultural division of world into macro-regions



THE CLUSTERS OF NATIONS IN COEDITING IN WIKIPEDIA



MACRO-REGIONS AS SEEN BY COEDITING IN WIKIPEDIA



Second, you will collect your own data to 
study two questions: 

• How one can use Яндекс Поиск and 
Google Search in studying social and 
economic problems / questions. We will 
focus on Russia and its regions.

• How people perceive privacy and security 
on social network sites, and how they 
present themselves on their VK pages.



Tasks: 

• You will have to do your homework personally 
and submit it in a written form

• You will work in groups to discuss group results 
and then present them at a seminar

• In collecting original data you will have to do 
your share of collecting, but the analysis will be 
done in groups



Grading: 

• You will get points for your individual homework 
submitted in a written form

• You will get points for group work

• You will get points for presentations and 
discussion at seminars

• You will get points for writing a final essay 



Advantages: 

• You will learn to use various digital sources to study 
important problems, and it will be useful for any 
future job dealing with digital data

• You will learn important things about the world (and 
Russia) and human behavior

• Our efforts in group work with original data – if you 
like it - may lead to a student group project

• You might think of a topic for your senior paper 
(курсовая) and your final thesis (ВКР)


