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INTRODUCTION
The Main Themes Included into the Final State Exam in Sociology (39.03.01)
The final state exam includes the following disciplines:

· Sociological Theory
· Methodology of Sociological Research
· Methods of Mathematical and Statistical Data Analysis 
· Social Stratification and Social Structure
· Economic Sociology
Requirements for Students in Sociology (39.03.01), Prescribed by State Educational Standards
A bachelor of sociology knows:

- main concepts of sociological theory, as well as political science, social psychology and other social sciences,

- structure of sociological research program, methods of sociological research and mathematical-statistical analysis,

- patterns of the society functioning and ‘middle range’ sociological theories 
A bachelor of sociology can:

- apply basic sociological theories, concepts and concepts in research,

- systematize and synthesize information and apply the basic methods of sociological analysis,

- participate in sociological and marketing research, write reports and make presentations on their results,

- use computers and software packages (first of all, R and MS Office) for solving professional tasks.
The Form of Final State Exam in the Field of Training
The examination is to be conducted in a written form. 

Students have to complete the written task in 4 academic hours or 160 minutes. 

The examination is held in a computer room. Students’ answers are recorded and saved as *.doc files. Examination board members review the results of the written exam and grade students’ works.
Distribution of the main topics across tasks:

Task 1: Sociological theory. Social stratification and social structure.
Task 2: Methodology and methods of sociology. Mathematical and statistical data analysis and interpretation of the results.

Task 3: Economic Sociology.
The examination sets the following tasks for the student: (1) apply the knowledge of the theory and methods of sociology and related disciplines to analyze sociological data or sociological issues, (2) suggest methodical solutions to a research task, (3) interpret the results of statistical analysis.
Evaluation Criteria.

When conducting the state interdisciplinary examination, the following criteria for assessing the knowledge of graduates are established:
Excellent - a student correctly, reasonably and meaningfully completes three written tasks. 10 - ‘brilliant’ - three correct and comprehensive written answers, 9 - ‘excellent’ - three correctly completed tasks, however, there are incomplete parts/incorrect answers in the conducting of one of the three tasks; 8 ‘almost excellent’ - three correctly and fully completed tasks, but there are incomplete parts/incorrect answers in two of the three tasks.
Good - the student correctly, reasonably and meaningfully performs at least two of the three tasks, and completing third, he demonstrates satisfactory-level knowledge; 7 - ‘very good’ - correct and high-quality completion of the two tasks and satisfactory performance on the third; 6 - correct and high-quality completion of the two tasks;

Satisfactory - satisfactory results on two assignments or correct and high-quality answers to one questions out of three, 5 - ‘highly satisfactory’ - three satisfactory answers or correct answers to two questions out of three; 4 - ‘satisfactory’ – satisfactory answers to two questions and one answer contains significant mistakes.

Unsatisfactory - correct and reasonable answers are given to one question.
Sociological Theory
Topic 1. Education.
Social functions of educational system. Prescribed and achieved status of a child and school class. ‘Correspondence principle’ in relationship between school and working life. Hidden curriculum. Cultural reproduction. Language codes. Transmission of gender differences at school. Acquisition of cultural capital. ‘Natural growth’ and ‘concerted cultivation’. 

Topic 2. Religion.
Marxist perspective and alienation theory. Social functions of religious rituals. Weber’s theses on relationships between religion and social transformations. Discussion on secularization. Neo-tribes. Lived religions. Religious revival. Religious economy.
Topic 3. Gender.
Gender Identity and Gender Socialization. Gender order. Functionalist, interactionist and feminist approaches in studies of gender inequalities. Masculinity. 

Topic 4. Stratification.

Marxist and Weberian approaches to stratification. Three dimensions of control over economic resources by Wright. Goldthorpe class scheme. Cultural, social, economic capitals and Bourdieu class scheme. Upper, middle, working classes and underclass. The death of class.

Topic 5. Family and close relationships.
Affective individualism and historical transformation of European family. Six dimensions of family diversity. Types of inequality within a family. ‘Fragments’ of the family. Functionalist and feminist approaches in family studies. Transformation of intimacy.

Topic 6. Health, illness and medicine.
Biomedical model of health. Stigma. Functionalist and interactional approaches to health. The sick role and role of the physician. Disease as a lived experience. Social basis of health. Institutional racism and health. Health and social cohesion.
Topic 7. Poverty.
Absolute and relative poverty. Measurements of poverty. Deprivation approach in poverty studies.  Groups at risk of poverty. Dependency culture. Social exclusion.

Topic 8. Cities and city life.

Type of residential community and personality. Urbanism as a way of life. The basic principles of urban ecology. Marxist approach in urban studies. Suburbanization, the decline of the inner city, gentrification: indicators and consequences.

Topic 9. Media.

Functionalist, political economy, interactionist, postmodernist approaches in media studies. Social functions of media. Cultural industry. Decay of public sphere. Mediated quasi-interaction. Models of public. Characteristics of global media order.

Topic 10. Analytical sociology

What is analytical sociology? What means to give an explanation? Theories of the middle range vs grand theories. Middle range theories and social explanations. Rational choice and emotional choice. Beliefs. Preferences, preference formation and change. Urgency and impatience. Opportunity in choices. Opportunity and inequality.  Norms and action. Social and moral norms, quasi-moral norms, legal norms, conventions. DBO (desires-beliefs-opportunities model).

 
Topic 11. Causal diagrams

Instantiation:  shared meaning, surplus meaning, conceptual definitions. Operational definitions. Thought experiments for relationships. Describing relationships with different types of variables (categorical variables, quantitative variables, categorical and quantitative variables). Two types of relationships: predictive and causal. Types of causal relationships. Direct causes, indirect causal relationships (mediation), moderated causal relationships. Reciprocal or bidirectional causality. Spurious relationships. Unanalyzed relationships. 

Main Literature
1. Jaccard, J. (2013). 5 Theory Construction, Model Building, and Model Selection. The Oxford Handbook of Quantitative Methods, 82. Retrieved from https://proxylibrary.hse.ru:4334/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199934874.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199934874-e-005?rskey=neNsSV&result=1 

3. Rousseau,  Nathan. (2014) Society Explained: An Introduction to Sociology, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1660821
Additional Literature

1. Giddens A., Sutton P.W. (2017) Sociology. 8th edition. Polity Press. 
2. Smelser, Neil J., Baltes, Paul B. (eds.) (2001) International encyclopedia of the social & behavior-al sciences, Elsevier.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/referencework/9780080430768/international-encyclopedia-of-the-social-and-behavioral-sciences

Methodology of Sociological Research
Topic 1. Sociological ‘markets’ and classification of sociological methods.

             Types of sociological markets: academic science, sociology teaching, work in research firms, consulting (including political consulting). Classification of sociological methods. Field and laboratory research. Types and methods of data collection: survey, observation, experiment, analysis of documents, modelling (simulation). Direct and indirect (unobtrusive). Distinction by time parameters: cross-sectional, longitudinal panel data. Typology of sociological research: collecting and summarizing of facts, comparative studies, developmental studies, theoretical studies, evaluation studies, applied research. Practical and applied problems addressed by sociologists: education, refutation of common misconceptions, identification of unobvious social problems, practical recommendations and problem solving.
Topic 2. General methodological principles of sociological research.

Sociology and other social sciences, a scientific method: differences from common sense and magic thinking. Sociology and journalism. Theoretical and empirical sociology. Positivist (quantitative) and understanding (qualitative) sociology: two methodological approaches for studying society. A concept of a method. Communication methods and research paradigm. Interpretation of received empirical data. Program of sociological research.

Quantitative sociological research (hard methods) - orientation towards methodology of natural science, formulation of a priori hypotheses, use of statistics, scales and measurement, representativeness and selective method, presentation of data as statistical distributions. Internal, structural, external validity and reliability. Examples of quantitative research.

Qualitative (non-quantitative) sociological research, ‘soft methods’: link with the psychological tradition, rejection of a priori models of studied reality, orientation towards understanding, ‘inclusion’ in studied situations. Qualitative (‘soft’) methods for collecting and analyzing empirical data: case studies, biographical method, unstructured and in-depth interviews. Examples of qualitative research.

Topic 3. Methodology of quantitative sociological research.
Stages and structure of the research process. Problem statement in theoretical and applied research. Development of research program and technical statement of work. Preparation of theoretical, methodological and organizational sections of the research program. Transformation of theoretical ‘constructs’ into empirical indicators (‘operationalisation’).

Pilot (trial, preliminary) study - testing and correction methods. Field stage of data collection, organization and control of ‘field’ procedures. Verification of collected information, control and correction of sample, data input. Statistical processing, analysis and interpretation of information collected. Preparing of a report. Conclusions and practical recommendations.

Sources of errors at each stage of study. A concept of random and systematic errors.

Sampling method in sociological research. Complete and sample-based studies in statistics and sociology: advantages and disadvantages. Basic concepts of a sampling method: general population and a sample, possible sources of systematic sampling errors, random and non-random selection, multi-stage sampling, stratified sampling, quota sampling, ‘convenient sampling’, snowball method.

Topic 4. Methodology of qualitative research in sociology.

The main preconditions for an emergence of qualitative methods. Theoretical bases of qualitative methodology (understanding sociology, phenomenology, dramaturgical approach, ethnomethodology). Possibilities and limitations of qualitative research methods. The main research strategies, styles, tactics (life history, family history, case study, etc.).

Qualitative methods in Russia. Modern trends in qualitative sociology; key problematic areas of qualitative research methods (innovation processes, construction of cultural worlds, dynamics of social processes, social, oral history, social exclusion processes, etc.). Examples of studies which applied qualitative methods.

Features of qualitative research program development (formulation of a research question, selection of research methodology, reasoning of goals, objectives and hypotheses consruction); sampling strategies in a qualitative study (theoretical samples, open, differentiated, contrast-based sampling, snowball method). The main statements of validity concepts discussion in qualitative methods, tools for providing reliability of research results.

Methodological approaches to data analysis (induction, grounded theory, A. Straus, B. Glazer). Ethnomethodological approach to textual analysis. General principles of analytical description. Thick description. A structure of a thick description. Types and stages of data coding (open, axial coding, etc.). Preparation of qualitative data for publication.

Topic 5. Experiment in sociology.
Specifics of experiment in natural and social sciences. ‘Double blinded’ experiments. A logical structure of an experiment. Dependent and independent variables. Experimental and control groups. Randomization. The problem of the link of experimental situation with subjects of an experiment (‘demand characteristics’). The real and stated goal of an experiment, ethics of an experiment and debriefing. Research and practical experiments. Projective experiments (active and passive). ‘Quasi-experiments’ (‘parallel scheme’, ‘before and after’ scheme). Classification of experiments based on experiment’s content. Examples of the use of experiments in various areas of social practice: management, forecasting, marketing, advertising.

Topic 6. Observation method.

General principles of scientific observation in natural science and humanities.  Specifics of observations in sociology: connection of an observer with an object of observation, an emotional coloring of perception during an observation, challenges of repeated observation. Ethical problems of observation. Observation in a complex of other methods of data collection. Classification of observation types based on the degree of formalization: features of structured and unstructured observation. Types of observation based on the degree of participation of the observer: participatory and non-participatory. Field and laboratory observations. Monitoring the reliability of observation results: comparing the results of different observers, checking the data with the help of other methods of information collecting, re-observing, eliminating evaluative terms when recording the results of observation.

Observation in qualitative research. Main types of observation. Ethnographic approach. Research and ethical problems of a participatory observation method. Classification of research roles. Ethical and practical problems of getting an access to the field. The process of analyzing and describing the results (observation diary). Analysis of observation data. Strategies for data conceptualizing. Neutrality or participation. Action research methods. Examples of observation method studies.

Topic 7. Survey methods. General characteristics.

Benefits and limitations of survey methods. Types of survey methods: interviews, questionnaires, mail surveys, street surveys, online surveys, computer-based surveys (CATI and CAPI). Survey method in social sciences, its specifics depending on the subject of social science (psychology, social psychology, pedagogy, ethnography, law, etc.).

Statistical tradition of the survey method: the development of methodological principles. The problem of census results reliability, establishment of norms and sanctions to provide the reliability of statistical information.

Psychological tradition in the development of the survey method. Features of role-playing positions in a psychological survey: methodological principles of testing, introspection, self-reporting, clinical interviews, narrative interview, biographical method.

Types of survey: basic classifications. Questioning and interviewing. Surveys at the place of residence, work, study; survey of target audiences. Street survey. Mass surveys and expert surveys. Individual and group surveys. Postal, press and phone surveys. 

The problem of matching a type of survey with a research task, interviewees characteristics, interpretation limits. Criteria of cost-effectiveness, efficiency, reliability of empirical information for differents types of surveys. The possibility of resolving contradictions between substantive tasks of a study and resource constraints.

Topic 8. Mixed methods research.

Research issues that gave a rise to the need for violation of the methodological ‘purity’ of the application of methods. Cognitive analysis of survey techniques. Subsequent and parallel use of quantitative and qualitative methods. Exploratory research as an element of mixed methods. Post-factum focus groups in order to find qualitative explanations of the identified quantitative patterns.

Method of triangulation in sociology. Concept of meta-analysis. Collection of metadata for assessing the possible impact of parameters that are not included in the methodology of the main study.

Topic 9. Scaling. Indices. Technologies for measuring social attitudes. 

The concept of attitude, its operationalization in a particular sociological study. Studying of the attitudes directions as a precondition for the mass action prediction. Social values as a reason for social attitudes formation and its classification principles. Rotter's terminal and instrumental values. Studying of attitudes with the help of scaling methods of applied sociology. Design of self-esteem scale, possibilities of its using. Ranking scales, its design, and possibility of using. Pairwise comparisons and its application for measuring ‘social distance’. Bogardus scale, its design and use. Thurstone scale, its design and use. Cumulative scaling analysis by L. Guttman. Methods of studying social attitudes by M. Rokich: terminal and instrumental values.

Topic 10. Personal interview and its application in sociology.

Types of interviews (biographical, narrative, leitmotive, semi-structured, focused, etc.). Development of an interview guide. Specifics of questions formulation. Organizing, conducting and transcription of the interview. Personality of an interviewer. Work with an informant. Success criteria of an interview. Analysis of interview data.

Conditions of an interview conducting as a factor of empirical information reliability. Third parties in an interview situation. Training of interviewers and control of quality of their work. Interviewer effect: its positive and negative consequences. Preventing and checking for interviewer’s errors.
Area of in-depth interviews application and possible limitations. Questions and aims of in-depth interview. The preparation of the in-depth interview guide. Selection of respondents for in-depth interview. Methods of respondents stimulating. Preparing interviewers for in-depth interviews. Clinical, social and marketing in-depth interviews. Recording and transcription of in-depth interview data

Topic 11. The method of expert evaluation, forecasting, futurology.
Characteristics of the main methodological principles for using the method of expert evaluations. Social structure of the measurable object, nomenclature of social roles and typology of experts. Criteria for an expert selection.

Technique of the expert survey conducting (group, individual work). Types of expert techniques, ‘Delphi’ technique. Use of scales in expert evaluation procedures. Procedures for integrating expert conceptions.

Topic 12. Document analysis and content analysis.

A concept of the document in sociology. Documents classification: based on type of recording of information, based on the method of its obtaining, based on the relation to the author, based on the degree of ‘proximity’ to the material. Possibility of using the method of analyzing documents in a sociological study, advantages and disadvantages of the method.

Traditional (non-formalized, understanding, qualitative) analysis of texts, relation to historical and hermeneutical traditions. Textual sources and key principles of its critical analysis. Limitations and possibilities of traditional methods of analysis.

Definition of concepts (content analysis, discourse analysis, analysis of documents). The origin of the method (semiotic tradition, ethnomethodological approach). Structural analysis of the text: the presence and interrelation of topics, attitudes, assessments, ideas. Analysis of long-term and complex propaganda campaigns: the relationship of various propaganda tools and various types of message based on time, on a sequence, frequency, volume.

Approaches to the definition of discourse, methodological directions of discourse analysis (positivist, counterpositivist). Types of discourse by Т.А. Van Dyke. Two meanings of language: language as a representative of power; language as a way of structuring power relations. Components of the discourse.

Topic 13. Focus groups. 

The reasoning under a group interview method is treating a group as a model of society. Principles of group formation: the number of participants, the homogeneity of the composition, restrictions for a participation in a focus group, the number of groups, the geography of venues, the selection of respondents. Requirements for placement and technical facilities. Plan and guide of the discussion. Development and application of the guide. The role and training of moderator. Desirable and undesirable personal qualities of the moderator. Using focus groups in social research and marketing. Motivation and tests, sensing techniques, stimulation of discussion. Transcription of results. Analysis of the results obtained. Reports preparation.

Topic 14. Biographical method in a sociological study.
An origin of the biographical method in social sciences. Three layers of biographical narrative. Life story as a material for biographical research. Classification of sources for biographical materials. Assessment of the biographical materials reliability. Analysis and interpretation of biographical material. Use of the method in Russian sociology.

Topic 15. Tests and testing in sociology.
The concept of the test. The role of testing in the sociological study. Types of tests: community and group tests; objective and subjective tests; verbal and non-verbal tests; diagnostic and projective tests. Classical test methods (questionnaire MMPI, 16PF, NEO PI, etc.). Principles of test development. Requirements for the testing procedure. Situation variables in the testing process. Scales in testing. Full and shortened scales. Sample in testing. Analysis of primary information. Basic statistical concepts in testing. Reliability tests. Standard measurement error. Interpretation of the test results. Using the method of semantic associations in test development. Osgood's semantical differential: possibilities of application and design technology.

Topic 16. An organization of the field part of study - collection of data and preparation of data for analysis.

Choice of survey points. Training interviewers and supervisors. Quality control over an interviewer’s work. Primary control of the data during the preparation for processing. Repairing of the sample. Encoding answers to open questions.

Topic 17. Report preparation and presentation of research results.

The link between the interpretation and research strategy. The use of mathematical methods of data analysis. Types of reporting and forms of results presentation. Visual design of reports and presentations. Graphic presentation of the results. Opportunities and procedures for developing practical recommendations. Preparation of research results for publication.

Main Literature:

1. Hegde, Dinesh S. 2015. Essays on Research Methodology. Online Access with Purchase: Springer (T). New Delhi: Springer. https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-81-322-2214-9 

2. Maruyama, Geoffrey, and Carey S. Ryan. Research Methods in Social Relations, John Wiley & Sons, Incorporated, 2014. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibraryebooks/detail.action?docID=1712221. 

Additional Literature

1. Rugg, Gordon, and Marian Petre. Gentle Guide To Research Methods, McGraw-Hill Education, 2006. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibraryebooks/detail.action?docID=316319. 

2. Kothari, C.R.. Research Methodology : Methods and Techniques, New Age International, 2004. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibraryebooks/detail.action?docID=431524.   

Methods of mathematical and statistical data analysis
Topic 1. Scales and measurement theory.
Types of scales: nominal, ordinal, interval and ratio scales. Indicators and concepts. Operationalization of sociological concepts. Accuracy and reliability of a measurement. Systematic and random measurement errors. Scale validity and methods for checking scale validity.

Topic 2. Central tendency measures.
Methods for assessing central tendency and variability for different types of scales. Mode, median, mean and their interpretation. The choice of central tendency measures. Measures of dispersion and variation: the range, the interquartile interval, the variance, and the standard deviation. Coefficient of variation as a measure of homogeneity.

Topic 3. Normal distribution.

Normal distribution curve, its parameters and properties. Single normal distribution as a standard. Application of the normal distribution curve. Data normalization.

Topic 4. Statistical inference.

Basic concepts of statistical inference. Null and alternative hypotheses. Type I and Type II errors.

Topic 5. Two- and three-dimensional contingency tables.

Ratios comparison. Using the chi-square test for testing the relations between two variables. Degrees of freedom. Critical value.

Topic 6. Data Visualization. 
Different types of graphs for one-dimensional and two-dimensional data: histograms, bar charts, scatterplots, and boxplots. Choosing the appropriate graph types according to the data features. Readability of visualization and common errors of visualization. Visualization of linear regression output.

Topic 7. Measures of relations and associations. 
Pearson correlation coefficient. Spearman and Kendall rank correlation coefficients and the problem of interdependent ranks. Ceiling and basement effects, the problem of heterogeneous sample and non-linearity of relations. Interpretation of correlation coefficients and their values. Statistical significance of correlation coefficients. Causation and correlation. Effect size.

Topic 8. Interval assessment.
The concept of confidence interval. Z-test. Student’s t-distribution and t-test. Binomial distribution. Significance levels.
Topic 9. Linear regressions.
Linear regression assumptions. The ordinary least squares method. Coefficient of determination. Requirements for dependent and independent variable for linear regression analysis. Partial and multiple correlations. Recoding of variables. Interpretation of the regression coefficients. Additive and multiplicative elements of a regression model. Goodness-of-fit measures (F-test, R-squared) and model choice. Hierarchical model building. Interpretation of coefficients in a multiple linear regression. Presentation of the linear regression results.
Topic 10. Logistic regression.
Binary dependent variable and logistic regression model. Maximum likelihood method. Assumptions of logistic regression. Goodness-of-fit measures. Interpretation of coefficients in a binary logistic model, from coefficients to probabilities. Presentation of the logistic regression results.
Topic 12. Factor analysis.

Exploration of variable structure. Factor as a latent variable. Reducing the number of variable space dimensions. Representation of factors as multidimensional space axes. Interpretation of factor loadings. Exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis. Methods for assessing the quality of factor analysis model. Orthogonal and oblique rotations. Criteria for the selection of the number of factors. Interpretation of the factor model. Application of factor analysis results.

Topic 13. Cluster analysis.

Exploration of the sample structure. Tools and methods of respondent classification and development of typologies. Cluster analysis algorithms: K-means method and hierarchical methods. Supervised and unsupervised clustering methods. Distance-based rules for hierarchical clusters: medoid, the nearest neighbor’s method, the farthest neighbor’s method, the Ward method. Community detection algorithms. Visualization of cluster analysis output: dendrograms and scatterplots.

Main Literature
1. Denis, Daniel J. Applied Univariate, Bivariate and Multivariate Statistics, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2015. https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4338227
2. Kline, R. B. Principles and practice of structural equation modeling, Guilford publications, 2015. http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4000663
3. Stowell, Sarah. Using R for Statistics. Apress, 2014. https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-1-4842-0139-8
Additional Literature
1. Field, A. An Adventure in Statistics: The Reality Enigma. Sage, 2016.

2. Myatt G.J., Johnson W.P. Making Sense of Data II. A Practical Guide to Data Visualization, Advanced Data Mining Methods, and Applications. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2009. https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=427614 

3. Tabachnick, B. G., and Fidell, L. S. (2014). Using Multivariate Statistics: Pearson New International Edition (Vol. 6th ed). Harlow, Essex: Pearson. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=1418064
Social Structure and Social Stratification
Topic 1. Initial concepts of the theory of social structure and social stratification.
Social inequality. Social structure and social stratification, nominal and real groups. Social, economic, professional, political stratification criteria. Social status and its definitions. Distinction of position, consciousness and action. ‘Objective’ and ‘subjective’ stratification. Research as a stratifying activity.
Topic 2. Typology of stratification systems.
The concept of stratification system. Main stratification system types: physical-genetic, slave, caste, estate, professional, class, etacratic, cultural-normative, cultural-symbolic. Society as a combination of stratification systems (the Russian case).
Topic 3. Marxism and neo-Marxism class theories.
Initial statements of the Marxist theory of classes. The many faces of neo-Marxism and its ideological orientation. Marxist structuralism: rejection of economic determinism and the primacy of the class struggle. Historical Marxism: class as a relation. Analytical Marxism and the problems with conceptualizing exploitation.
Topic 4. Weberianism and neo-Weberianism: class, status and party.
Initial statements of the Weberian stratification theory. Power as the basis of stratification. The multiplicity of stratification bases. Class as a market position. Economic and social class. The concept of status group. Party and collective action mobilization. Neo-Weberian empirical research and theoretical statements. Social action and class structuration (F. Parkin, D. Lockwood, R. Dahrendorf, A. Giddens).
Topic 5. Functionalism and social stratification.
The basic principles of functionalism. É. Durkheim’s heritage. The first studies of status positions (W. Warner and others). The developed system of categories of social stratification (T. Parsons, K. Davis, W. Moore and others). Criticism of functionalism.
Topic 6. Social mobility theories.
The concept of social mobility, its main types and forms. Social mobility and the openness of society. Historical trends of social mobility (P. Sorokin). American studies of social mobility (R. Bendix, S. Lipset, O. Duncan, R. Hauser). British studies of social mobility (D. Glass, J. Goldthorpe, A. Heath). New approaches to studying social mobility – the social status transmission (D. Bertaux, P. Thompson).
Topic 7. Elite theories.
Structural and meritocratic approaches in elite theories. The ruling elite and the masses (G. Mosca). ‘Iron law of oligarchy’ (R. Michels). Circulation of elites (V. Pareto). The elite and the mass rebellion (J. Ortega y Gasset). Institutional approach (R. Mills). Veto groups (D. Riesman). 
Topic 8. Theories of the middle classes.
The diversity of approaches to the definition of middle class. Old and new middle classes (R. Mills and others). The contradictory class positions and the integration of the middle classes into Marxist schemes (E. O. Wright). The service class (K. Renner). Weberian studies of ‘uneasy stratum’ (F. Bechhofer, D. Lockwood, H. Newby). A. Giddens and the structuration theory.
Topic 9. New aspects of social stratification.
Cultural class analysis of P. Bourdieu. Structures, habitus, practices, capitals, fields. The active role of the government in shaping the social structure: stratification and citizenship. Integrating gender differences into stratification research. Consumption and social groups, consumer communities. Consumption and identity.
Topic 10. Stratification in the Soviet society.
Social structure of the Soviet society. The classless quasi-estate nature of the Soviet stratification system. Etacratic system. Rank system. Corporate system. Paternalistic system. From ‘barracks’ to ‘stagnation’.
Topic 11. Stratification in the post-Soviet society.
The main trends in the development of the social structure of post-Soviet Russia. Change of elites. Reconstruction of a middle classe. Social polarization. The problem of continuity and development.
Main Literature

1. Levine R. et al. Social Class and Stratification: Classic Statements and Theoretical Debates. Blue Ridge Summit, United States: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2006.http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1354837
Additional Literature

2. Bottero W. Stratification: Social Division and Inequality. London, United King-dom: Routledge, 2004. http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=199385 

3. Romero M., Margolis E. Blackwell Companion to Social Inequalities. Williston, United Kingdom: John Wiley & Sons, Incorporated, 2005. http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=243569
Economic Sociology

Topic 1. Methodological grounds of economic sociology. Networks, institutions and culture: the main approaches of new economic sociology to the study of the modern economy.

Economic Theory vs. Economic Sociology. Periodization and classification. New economic sociology. Model of homo economicus vs. model of homo sociologicus. The framework and perspectives of analysis: economic action, networks, institutions, culture. Economic motives. Rationality. Types of rationality. The concept of networks in economic sociology. A variety of approaches to the study of networks. M. Granovetter about networks and embeddedness. 

The concept of institute in economic sociology. American institutionalism. French Institutionalism.

The concept of culture. Embeddedness in culture. Cultural-historical / cultural-ethnographic approaches in economic sociology. Examples of empirical research in the framework of the cultural-historical approach.

Topic 2. State, politics and economy

The action of political institutions in the field of economy. The concept of the state and its importance for the organization of the economy. The relationship between the state and the market. Historical analysis of the emergence of national markets

Topic 3. Market as a form of economy. Sociology of markets.

The concept of the market. The structure of the market. Historical approach to market analysis (K. Polanyi, M. Weber). Network approach to market analysis (M. Granovetter). Political-economic approach to market analysis (markets as a policy) (N.Fligsteen). New institutionalists approach to market analysis (N.Fligsteen, Dimagio P.J., Powell U.V., L. Boltanski, B.Teveno). An ethnographic approach (markets as a culture) (M. Abolafia).

Topic 4. Informal economy as a form of economy. 

The concept of the informal economy. Structural and institutional approaches to understanding the informal economy. Types of informal economy life. Informal and shadow economy. Ways of measuring the shadow economy. Informal economy of the households. Shadow economy of enterprises. Economy rules: formal and non-formal. Informalisation of economic rules. The costs of legalization and tax evasion.

Topic 5. Firms and organizations.

The main approaches to the definition of the firm. The concept of organization. Ideal types of business organization (community, corporation and association). Organizational isomorphism. Interfirm relations, the main models of the establishment of authority in an economic organization. Modern forms of economic organizations.

Topic 6. Employment and labour market.

Classical schools of the labor relations studies. The school of scientific management (F. Taylor), the school of human relations, social philosophy of fordism and post-fordism. Occupation and occupation types. Non-standard employment: the case of freelancers.

Main Literature

1. Aspers, P., & Dodd, N. (Eds.) (2015), Re-Imagining Economic Sociology: Oxford University Press. Retrieved 1 Nov. 2019, from https://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198748465.001.0001/acprof-9780198748465.

Additional Literature
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