
Course Descriptor
	Title of the course
	Philosophy (offered in English)

	Title of the Academic Programme 
	BA, Sociology and Social Informatics

	Type of the course 
	Core

	Prerequisites
	English, History, Physics, Mathematics (all at high school level or higher)

	ECTS workload
	4

	Total indicative study hours
	Directed Study
	Self-directed study 
	Total

	
	20
	132
	152

	Course Overview
	The course offers an outlook of philosophy as an intellectual enterprise of a particular kind and presents several major topics of philosophical inquiry, including practical philosophy (ethics and theory of justice) as well as theoretical philosophy (ontology, epistemology, philosophy of science and philosophy of mind). The presentation largely follows the analytic tradition in the history of philosophy, with special attention paid to the core of the problems discussed and, to the extent it is possible, to the main solutions found in philosophical writings.

	Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO)
	Understanding of the main features of philosophical inquiry and of its core problems
Knowledge of the most influential proposed solutions to the problems discussed
Ability critically to read and interpret philosophical texts, to explicate background assumptions and to compare different viewpoints
Academic writing and oral discussion skills

	Teaching and Learning Methods
	The course employs online lectures published as part of “Introduction to Philosophy” at Coursera and aimed for self-directed study. Directed study consists of tutorials where home readings are analysed and discussed.

	Content and Structure of the Course

	№
	Topic / Course Chapter
	Total
	Directed Study
	Self-directed Study

	
	
	
	Lectures
	Tutorials
	

	1
	Introduction: Many Philosophies?
	14
	
	2
	12

	2
	Ethics (and Ontology)
	16
	
	2
	14

	3
	Society and Justice
	14
	
	2
	12

	4
	The Constitution of Reality
	14
	
	2
	12

	5
	Language as Image and as Instrument
	14
	
	2
	12

	6
	The Problems of Knowledge
	16
	
	2
	14

	7
	Science: In Touch with Reality
	16
	
	2
	14

	8
	Mind: The Hard Problem
	16
	
	2
	14

	9
	Mind: We Thinkers
	16
	
	2
	14

	10
	Free Will
	16
	
	2
	14

	Total study hours
	152
	
	20
	132

	Indicative Assessment Methods and Strategy 
	Students’ performance is measured by means of in-class evaluation and two midterm papers as well as the 80-minute written final exam.
In-class activity is evaluated on the basis of the student’s grades for each particular seminar, where (s)he will be given 1 to 5 points depending on the level of involvement, accuracy, depth and originality of his/her answers and questions. The best result across groups is taken for 100% in-class grade (10 points), and the other results are calculated proportionally.
The 1st midterm paper is composed of two concise essays, each of which is evaluated out of 5 points depending on the student’s performance w.r.t. different subtasks (formulating a problem, outlining viewpoints, concluding or similar).
The 2nd midterm paper is evaluated out of 10 points depending on the student’s performance w.r.t. different subtasks, each of which is worth 1–2 points.
The midterm grade M is composed according to the following rule:
M = 0.25 × 1st paper + 0.25 × 2nd paper + 0.5 × in-class activity
M as well as its components are rounded according to standard arithmetical rules.
The written exam consists of 2 essays, each of which is evaluated out of 5 points depending on the student’s performance w.r.t. different subtasks (formulating a problem, outlining viewpoints, concluding or similar).
The overall grade O is composed according to the following rule:
O = 0.6 × M + 0.4 × exam
The exam grade and O are rounded according to standard arithmetical rules.

	Readings / Indicative Learning Resources
	Mandatory
Ayer A. J. Language, Truth and Logic. London: Penguin Books, 1971. URL: https://archive.org/details/AlfredAyer
Cohen M. R., Nagel E. An Introduction to Logic and Scientific Method. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1934. URL: https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.54690
Russell B. History of Western Philosophy. Allen and Unwin, 1946. URL: https://archive.org/details/westernphilosoph035502mbp
Optional
Austin J. L. How to Do Things with Words. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1962. URL: https://archive.org/details/HowToDoThingsWithWordsAUSTIN
Searle J. (ed.). The Philosophy of Language. Oxford: OUP, 1971. URL: https://archive.org/details/53066282SEARLEEdThePhilosophyOfLanguage_201801
Wittgenstein L. Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1922. URL: https://archive.org/details/tractatuslogicop1971witt

	Indicative Self- Study Strategies
	Type
	+/–
	Hours

	
	Reading for seminars / tutorials (lecture materials, mandatory and optional resources)
	+
	40

	
	Assignments for seminars / tutorials / labs
	+
	32

	
	E-learning / distance learning (MOOC / LMS)
	–
	20

	
	Fieldwork
	–
	0

	
	Project work
	–
	0

	
	Other (please specify)
	midterm control
	+
	30

	
	Preparation for the exam
	+
	10

	Academic Support for the Course
	Academic support for the course is provided via LMS, where students can find: guidelines and recommendations for doing the course; guidelines and recommendations for self-study; samples of assessment materials

	Facilities, Equipment and Software
	—

	Course Instructor
	Daniel Tiskin



