
Course descriptor

	Title of the course
	

	Title of the Academic Programme 
	BA in Political Science & World Politics

	Type of the course
	core

	Prerequisites
	

	ECTS workload
	5

	Total indicative study hours
	Directed Study
	Self-directed study 
	Total

	
	52
	138
	190

	Course Overview
	The course aims at forming a coherent knowledge of the recent political
developments in Russia through the lens of various conceptual and
theoretical approaches. The course revolves around four major issues in
Russian politics: super-presidentialism, regionalisation, state weakness
and weak political institutions, and its resource wealth. The tasks of the
course are therefore covering these four components. The three former
institutional characteristics are taken to be more stable and to produce
stronger legacies traced back to the late Soviet times and the 1990s. The latter, being primarily the naughts' feature, enters analysis by the mid-
term.

	Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO)
	ULO – 9: Able to think critically and interpret the experience (personal and of other persons), relate to professional and social activities   

PLO – 4: Student is capable of retrieving, collecting, processing and analyzing information relevant for achieving goals in the professional field.

PLO – 8: Student is capable of executing applied analysis of the political phenomena and political processes

PLO – 9: Student is capable of reporting the results of the information retrieval and analysis, academic or applied research she/he has conducted

	Indicative Course Content
	

	Teaching and Learning Methods
	The course consists of 15 lectures (30 hours) and 15 seminars (30 hours).
All lectures are supported by Power Point presentations. Students are
expected to read academic literature, make presentations, discuss the
material in groups.

	Indicative Assessment Methods and Strategy
	Final grade consists of the following components: 
· 40% work in class during seminars 
· 20% two reaction papers 
· 10% colloquium 
· 30% exam 

Seminar work assessment 
Every seminar starts with a brief overview of the subject by the instructor. This is followed by an in-depth discussion of the literature assigned for the class, with occasional team project presentations. The students' work in class during seminars amounts to 40% of the final grade. This mostly deals with the instructor's assessment of their reading. 

Two reaction papers (one per module) 
The other 20% of the grade come from two reaction papers students write covering the reading assignment for two classes of their choice (which they submit to the instructor after the first class where they get familiar with the course requirements and can ask some further questions to ascertain their points of interest for the course). The reaction paper is a 500 words long essay where a student reviews the literature assigned for the class, gives his/her opinion and some critiques on it. Reaction papers must be submitted not later than a day before the class (seminar) on the subject starts. 

Colloquium 
Colloquium takes place in the middle of the course (beginning of the second term) where students are expected to react to any question(s) asked by the instructor on the assigned topic. Colloquium’s format differs from seminars because it does not imply discussion, rather a pure knowledge of the literature and resembles the oral mini-exam with brief and maximally precise answers. The colloquium’s subject is the matter of agreement between the instructor and students. Students must read all the literature assigned and be prepared to immediately respond to the question(s). Each correct response amounts to 5 points. Two full and correct (to the reasonable extent) responses amount to the maximum of 10 points (10%). 

Exam 
The exam (30%) is a written answer to one of the broad questions covered in the course. The exam lasts two hours and can add up to the final grade as 30%. 

The final grade is calculated in accordance with the following criteria. 

The cumulative grade (Gcumulative) consists of the grade for the colloquium (Gcolloq), the grade for the reaction papers (Gpapers), and current grade (Gcurrent). The final grade consists of cumulative grade and the grade for the final exam (Gexam). 
The final grade is calculated in accordance with the following formulae: 

Gcumulative = 0,3*Gpapers + 0,1*Gcolloq + 0,6*Gcurrent
Gfinal = 0,7*Gcumulative + 0,3*Gexam
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