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Course descriptor

	Title of the course
	Political Economy of Post-Communist Transformation 

	Title of the Academic Programme 
	Comparative Politics of Eurasia

	Type of the course

	Elective 

	Prerequisites
	None

	ECTS workload
	3

	Total indicative study hours
	Directed Study
	Self-directed study 
	Total

	
	32
	82
	114

	Course Overview
	This course explores complicated relations between political and economic leaders in Russia in the 20th century with main focus on post-communist developments. We will investigate how market reforms launched by Gorbachev and Yeltsin led to the emergence of independent entrepreneurs who immediately started to participate in public politics. The course covers such topics as political economy of the Russian state, the “oligarchs” phenomenon, Putin’s policies towards big business and the role of the state companies in contemporary Russia.

	Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO)

	

	Indicative Course Content
	An overview of the command economy: theory and practice. The shadow economy in the USSR. The Perestroika and Gorbachev’s economic reforms. Economic reasons of the collapse of the USSR. Russia’s transition to the markets economy: shock therapy reforms. Privatization in Russia. The rise of oligarchs. Power and business in Russia under Yeltsin. The 1998 financial crisis. Russia’s economy growth under Putin: sources and policies. Oil shock and Russia: the “resource curse” theories. The 2008 economic crisis in Russia. The Medvedev’s  presidency and the ‘modernization’ agenda. Putin’s third term and the ‘conservative turn’ in Russian politics. New reality: the Ukrainian crisis and sanctions against Russia after 2014.

	Teaching and Learning Methods
	The course consists of lectures (12 hours) and tutorials (20 hours). The seminars involve student presentations (in small groups) and discussion of the reading assignments.

	Indicative Assessment Methods and Strategy
	First, as the course is grounded on discussion of problems with no sole optimal solution, each student must take part in the discussions during seminars (20% of the final grade). Attendance is obligatory (10%). Second, an instructor assesses student`s individual work by means of short quizzes (3-4 questions on compulsory reading), 2 quizzes per module (20%). Finally, to pass exam each student has to submit an essay on one of the books that were discussed during the course (50%).

	Readings / Indicative Learning Resources


	Mandatory 
L.Shevtsova. Eltsin’s Russia. Myths and Reality. Washington D.C.: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1999.
Hoffman D. The Oligarchs: Wealth and Power in the New Russia. N. Y.: Public Affairs, 2002.

V.Volkov. Violent Entrepreneurs: The Use of Force in Making Russian Capitalism. Ithaca, Cornell University Press, 2002. 

M.Steven Fish. Democracy Derailed in Russia. The Failure of Open Politics. Cambridge University Press, 2005.

A.Shleifer, D.Treisman. A Normal Country: Russia after Communism // The Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Winter, 2005), pp. 151-174.

The Evolution of Business-State Intervention in Russia: From State Capture to Business Capture? // Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. 58, №7, November 2006. pp. 1033-56.

V.Popov. Shock Therapy versus Gradualism Reconsidered: Lessons from Transition Economies after 15 Years of Reform. // Comparative Economic Studies, 2007, 49, (1–31).

Optional
 A.Kuznetsov and O.Kuznetsova. Institutions, Business and the State in Russia // Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. 55, No. 6 (Sep., 2003), pp. 907-922.

Guriev S., Rachinsky A. The Role of Oligarchs in Russian Capitalism // Journal of Economic Perspectives. 2005. Vol. 19. № 1. P. 131—150.

Daniel Treisman; Vladimir Gimpelson. Political Business Cycles and Russian Elections, or the Manipulations of 'Chudar'. // British Journal of Political Science. Vol. 31, No. 2 (Apr., 2001), pp. 225-246



	Course Instructor
	Assistant Professor – Andrey Shcherbak 


Notes:


�Type of the course - core (mandatory); optional or elective.


�Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO) - for the academic programmes which are exposed to international accreditation or other forms of external evaluation, the list of ILO must be complemented with “Mapping of Programme and Course/module learning outcomes”.


�Indicative Learning Resources - to be filled either in the Course descriptor or in the Course Syllabus.








