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Course descriptor

	Title of the course
	 Urban Economics  and Urban Management 

	Title of the Academic Programme 
	Public Policy and Analytics

	Type of the course
	Elective

	Prerequisites
	Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, Management, Legal foundations of public administration and management Technologies of Public Administration

	ECTS workload
	5

	Total indicative study hours
	Directed Study
	Self-directed study 
	Total

	
	32
	158
	190

	Course Overview
	This course focuses on the field of two parts. In the first part of the course, theories of location are considered. With the help of these theories our objectives are to understand why cities exist, why they are located where they are, the distribution of city sizes, the causes of regional and metropolitan growth and decline, and the spatial distribution of alternative activities within cities. In part two of the course, we draw upon our knowledge of spatial economics to analyze problems 

and policies in the areas of urban transportation, poverty, housing and neighborhood development, public finance, and regional economic development.

	Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO)
	· Thoroughly understand the role of theories of location in regional and PA research

· Understand the link between national, Regional and city’s economy Interpret modeling results in managerial terms for cities and urbanized areas
· Developing entry-level skills of process analysis, workforce issues, local management, quality and productivity, technology, and strategic planning; 
· Improving thinking skills used to enhance the decision-making process 

· Generate research ideas

· Translate research ideas into formal theories

· Developing skills of the system methodology in urban and regional projects and related statistical tools at the green belt level of competency;

·  Mastering analytical techniques of measuring efficiency of management in urbanized areas.

	Indicative Course Content
	The Course Content includes the following units: 
1. Introduction: space (location) in economics.

2. Classical Contributions: Von Thunen, Weber, Christaller, Luosch. Schools of Thought on Economic Geography, Institutions, and Development. New Economic Geography: Past and Future. 
3. Why do cities exist?  Increasing returns to scale and agglomeration economies
4. Urbanization, suburbanization, gentrification, and urban renewal. Urban growth and urban dynamics.
5. Innovation and City Economic Development: Generation and Diffusion of Innovation. Innovation policy. Clusters, Local Districts. 

	Teaching and Learning Methods
	Lecturers, workshops, class discussions, student reports and presentations, reading assignments, field work, projects. 

	Indicative Assessment Methods and Strategy
	Your final grade consists of five parts: problem sets, presentation, a referee report, a term paper, and a final take-home exam. Each accounts for 20%. Group work, book or articles review. Students who take the seminar for academic credit will receive a grade based on:1) a case study describing in the first session. The paper should be about 10 double-spaced pages; 2) a position paper should be about five double-spaced pages and is due on the date of the debate. 



	Readings / Indicative Learning Resources


	There is no unified, standard textbook for this course. Therefore, we will draw materials from chapters of different books and papers from many journals. 

The main papers are:

Undergraduate textbooks Arnott, R., D. McMillen, eds, 2006, A Companion to Urban Economics, Blackwell Publishing. Brueckner, J., 2011, Lectures on Urban Economics, The MIT Press.  DiPasquale, D., Wheaton, W., 1996, Urban Economics and Real Estate Markets, Prentice Hall. Mills, E., Hamilton, B., 1994, Urban Economics, 5th edition, Harper Collins College Publishers. O’Flaherty, B., 2005, City Economics, Harvard University Press. O’Sullivan, A., 2011, Urban Economics, 8th edition, Irwin McGraw-Hill. 

	Course Instructors
	Acc.prof. Elizabeth Kolchinskay (HSE Spb), senior lec. T.Adamenko (HSE Spb)


� Indicative Learning Resources - to be filled either in the Course descriptor or in the Course Syllabus.








