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Course descriptor

	Title of the course
	 Economic Sociology (offered in English)

	Title of the Academic Programme 
	BA program Sociology and Social Informatics

	Type of the course
	Core

	Prerequisites
	· Economic theory

· Sociological theory

	ECTS workload
	4 ECTS

	Total indicative study hours
	Directed Study
	Self-directed study 
	Total

	
	40
	112
	152

	Course Overview
	The aim of this course is to discuss the basics of the sociological study of the economy and to explain the main approaches developing in the field of economic sociology. The course is oriented toward the understanding of contemporary market, informal economy, home economy, the work of the firm and the economic behavior of different economic actors. 

	Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO)
	After the course students should: 

know the theoretical approaches to understanding economy, market, organization, economic behavior; 
be able to analyze the economic actions, networks, culture and power in the contemporary markets; 
be able to present the results of socio-economic analysis.

	Indicative Course Content
	 The content of the course is constituted from following topics:
· Methodological basis of the economic sociology and the instutionalization of the discipline. 

· Networks, institutions, and culture: main approaches of the new economic sociology.

· State, politics and economy

· Market as the form of economy. Sociological analysis of the markets

· Informal economy

· Sociology of the firm and organization

· Labour, labour relations and labour market

· Home economy and the commodification of the intimacy

· The economic exchange. Money and financial behaviour 

· Consumption: socio-economic analysis

· New approaches in the economic sociology: the technologies, the knowledge, and the materiality

	Teaching and Learning Methods
	The course consists of lectures and seminars. The seminars involve the discussion of the topics and the student work in small groups, academic reading, the analysis of empirical data.

	Indicative Assessment Methods and Strategy
	Assessments are:

Activities in class

Homework (group project)

Written Exam

The grade for the course is calculated in the following way:
Gaccumulated= 0,5· Ghomework + 0,5· Gclass 
where

Ghomework – the grade for the homework

Gclass – the grade for in-class participation 

The final grade:
Gfinal = 0,5*Gaccumulated + 0,5 *Gexam , where

Gaccumulated – accumulated grade

Gexam – the grade for the written exam

The method of rounding of the grades: arithmetic. 

 

	Readings / Indicative Learning Resources

	Mandatory 

Aspers, P., & Dodd, N. (2015), Re-Imagining Economic Sociology. : Oxford University Press,. http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198748465.001.0001/acprof-9780198748465 

Optional
Living in a Material World : Economic Sociology Meets Science and Technology Studies, edited by Richard Swedberg, and Trevor Pinch, MIT Press, 2008. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3338955.

The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Finance, edited by Cetina, Karin Knorr, and Alex Preda. Oxford University Press, 2012-11-01. http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199590162.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199590162.

Tittenbrun, Jacek. Economy in Society : Economic Sociology Revisited, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2011. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1080534.

Zafirovski, Milan. Exchange, Action, and Social Structure : Elements of Economic Sociology, Greenwood Publishing Group, Incorporated, 2001. ProQuest Ebook Central,  https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3000516
International Encyclopedia of Economic Sociology, edited by Jens Beckert, and Milan Zafirovski, Routledge, 2005. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=668134.

Portes, Alejandro. Economic Sociology : A Systematic Inquiry, Princeton University Press, 2010. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=557155.

Readings in Economic Sociology, edited by Nicole Woolsey Biggart, John Wiley & Sons, Incorporated, 2002. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=351396.



	Course Instructor
	Yana Krupets
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