
Course Syllabus 

 

Title of the course Research Seminar 

Title of the Academic 

Programme  
Political Science and World Politics 

Type of the course  Research in Political Science 

Prerequisites This course is elaborated for the first-year undergraduates and is taught 

from the beginning of the second module to the end of the fourth one. 

There are no prerequisites to students. 

ECTS workload 4 

Total indicative study 

hours 

Directed Study Self-directed study  Total 

30 122 152 

Course Overview This course aims to introduce students to the main concepts and rules of 

scientific activity as well as to base techniques political scientists use to 

being prepared to study politics. This course highlights, first of all, the 

scientific component of research activity, rather than pursuits to answer 

any substantive political questions. Of course, during the classes, we 

consider real examples of research literature (articles mostly), albeit not 

for the sake of substantive critics, but rather for the better understanding 

of how researches in political science are usually done.  

 

This course consists of seven topics covering all 15 seminars (30 hours). 

These topics are listed below in the section "Content and Structure of the 

Course". 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes (ILO) 

Undergraduates will know and understand the basic research concepts 

and will be able to distinguish between different genres of academic 

literature.  

 

Students will know what are the specific features of a literature review 

and will be able to search relevant books and articles for their own 

research projects. 

 

Students will recognize the main rules of an academic activity concerning 

the public talks (including both presentations in the classroom and 

conference presentations), ways of citing, and the lack of tolerance for 

plagiarism and any other form of ethics violence in academia. 

 

Finally, undergraduates will be aware of main components of a research 

work. 

Teaching and Learning 

Methods 

This course is consistent of seminars only. Seminars are held in 

interactive ways including discussions, group works, public talks, 

working with some kind of handout materials. PCs or laptops are 

obligatory in the class for the necessity to work with the HSE Library e-

resources. Some seminars are supported by either PowerPoint or LaTeX 

presentations. 



Content and Structure of the Course 

№ Topic / Course Chapter Total 

 

Directed Study Self-directed 

Study 
Lectures Tutorials 

1 Introduction to the Course 4 0 2 4 

2 Communication Rules in Academia 6 0 2 4 

3 The Essence of Scientific Research 30 0 6 24 

4 Genres of Academic Texts and Written Test 22 0 4 18 

5 The Structure of Scientific Research 36 0 6 30 

6 Preparing the Literature Review 30 0 6 24 

7 Professional Ethics 10 0 2 8 

8 Principles of the Public Talk 30 0 2 10 

Total study hours 152 0 30 122 

Indicative Assessment 

Methods and Strategy  

The cumulative grade for this course is calculated as follows: 

 65% for the seminar participation (participation in discussions 

and debates, preparing presentations and public talks); 

 35% for a written test. 

 

The written test will be conducted after first six seminars. This test will 

include both closed- and open-ended types of questions which will cover 

the content of first six classes. 

 

The cumulative grade is calculated by the following formula: 0.65 * a 

grade for the seminar participation + 0.35 * a grade for the written test. 

 

The final grade for this course is calculated as follows:  

 65% for the cumulative grade; 

 35% for the final exam. 

 

If a student gets the cumulative grade of 6 or higher, he or she is allowed 

not to pass an exam and his or her cumulative grade becomes, therefore, 

the final one.  

 

The final exam is a written test that consists of questions and topics 

discussed during the seminars. 

Readings / Indicative 

Learning Resources 
If deviations from the readings are required, they will be announced in 

class or by email. Such announcements always trump this reading list. 

 

Theme 1. Introduction to the Course 
 

Seminar 1. What Is (Political) Science For? 

 

What is political science and what is not? Do political science has the 

ultimate aim? What is the aim of research activity in general? 

 

Obligatory readings: 



1. Mansbridge J. 2014. What Is Political Science For? Perspectives 

on Politics, vol. 12, N1, pp. 8-17. 

2. Weber M. Science as a Vocation. http://anthropos-lab.net/wp/wp-

content/uploads/2011/12/Weber-Science-as-a-Vocation.pdf  

3. Голосов Г.В. Политическая наука или политическая 

аналитика. http://polit.ru/article/2006/05/30/golosov/  

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings (sources): 

1. Вебер М. 1990. Наука как призвание и профессия. Избранные 

произведения. М.: Прогресс. С. 707-735. 

 

Theme 2. Communication Rules in Academia 

 

Seminar 2. Writing emails and working with a supervisor 

 

What makes fame and what makes shame while communicating in 

academia? How to get in touch with your supervisor and not to frighten 

him/her off you? Fundamental rules for writing emails, composing your 

CV, and preparing a good basis for a successful career.  

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. 10 Rules for Writing Professional Emails. 

https://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/234354/Writin

g-Professional-Emails.pdf 

2. 10 Things Every College Professor Hates. 

http://www.businessinsider.com/10-things-every-college-

professor-hates-2014-8 

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings (sources): 

1. Phillips E. M., Pugh D. S. 2010. How to Get a PhD: A Handbook 

for Students and their Supervisors (5th ed.). NY: McGraw-Hill 

Education, pp. 113-118. 

 

Theme 3. The Essence of Scientific Research 

 

Seminar 3. What is a scientific research and what does the research 

activity consist of? 

 

What is a scientific research? What drives the researcher to choose one 

topic or another? What is an area of interest and how do we find it? Who 

needs the knowledge of the research technics and why?  

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Gel’man V. 2015. Political Science in Russia: Scholarship without 

Research? European Political Science, vol. 14, N1, pp. 28-36. 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings (sources): 

1. Голосов Г.В. “Политическая наука или политическая 

аналитика” // Полит.ру. 2006. 

http://polit.ru/article/2006/05/30/golosov/ 

2. Booth W. C. et al. 2008. The Craft of Research (3rd ed.). 

Chicago, London: The University of Chicago Press, pp. 9-15. 

http://anthropos-lab.net/wp/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Weber-Science-as-a-Vocation.pdf
http://anthropos-lab.net/wp/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Weber-Science-as-a-Vocation.pdf
http://polit.ru/article/2006/05/30/golosov/
https://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/234354/Writing-Professional-Emails.pdf
https://www.city.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/234354/Writing-Professional-Emails.pdf
http://www.businessinsider.com/10-things-every-college-professor-hates-2014-8
http://www.businessinsider.com/10-things-every-college-professor-hates-2014-8
http://polit.ru/article/2006/05/30/golosov/


3. Video: Earnshow J. “What is research?” // Youtube.com. 2011. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJhpQs82uR8 

 

Seminar 4. Fundamental (basic) political science research 

 

What is a fundamental (or basic) political science research? What are its 

main features and specifics? Discussion of the basic political science 

research example (obligatory readings). 

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Gel’man V., Starodubtsev A. 2016. Opportunities and Constraints 

of Authoritarian Modernisation: Russian Policy Reforms in 2000s. 

Europe-Asia Studies, vol. 68, N1, pp. 97-117. 

2. Turchenko M. 2018. Why Are There so Many or so Few Parties? 

Factors of Party System Fragmentation in the Russian Regions. 

Problems of Post-Communism. vol. 65. N4, pp. 233-242. 

Seminar 5. Applied political science research 

 

What is an applied political science research? The discussion of the 

applied research example (obligatory reading). Discussion of the 

differences between the basic and the applied researches: difference in 

goals and the target audience, presence/absence of research puzzle and 

academic value of the research, methods and techniques, etc. Policy 

papers. 

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Губа К., Завадская М. 2017. Лучше быть неэффективным, 

чем негосударственным. Как Рособрнадзор наказывает вузы. 

Аналитическая записка, СПБ: ИПП ЕУСПб 

https://eu.spb.ru/images/news/2017/docs/IRL_Rosobrnadzor_prov

erki_140217.pdf  

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. Young E., Quinn L. 2002. Writing Effective Public Policy Papers. 

A Guide for Policy Advisers in Central and Eastern Europe, 

Budapest: Local Government and Public Service Reform 

Initiative, Open Society Institute, pp. 18-21. 

2. Young E., Quinn l. 2002. Writing Effective Public Policy Papers. 

A Guide for Policy Advisers in Central and Eastern Europe, 

Budapest: Local Government and Public Service Reform 

Initiative, Open Society Institute, pp. 22-84. 

 

Theme 4. Genres of Academic Texts and Writing Test 
 

Seminar 6. Genres of academic texts 
 

What are the genres of academic texts? What is the difference between 

them? Essays, course papers, theses as genres of academic texts. Rules 

and principles of writing a research paper. How to write a book review: 

strategies, structures, and basic guidelines. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJhpQs82uR8#_blank
https://eu.spb.ru/images/news/2017/docs/IRL_Rosobrnadzor_proverki_140217.pdf
https://eu.spb.ru/images/news/2017/docs/IRL_Rosobrnadzor_proverki_140217.pdf


Obligatory readings: 

1. Book reviews: How to write a book review // Dalhousie 

University. 

https://cdn.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/library/CoreSkills/Bo

ok_Reviews.pdf 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. Турченко М.С. 2015. Почему честные выборы не пустой звук. 

Полис. Политические исследования, №5. С. 186-191. 

2. Berry R. 2004. The Research Project. How to Write It (5th ed.). 

London: Routledge, pp. 59-68. 

3. Golosov G. V. 2007. Review: Elections by Design: Parties and 

Patronage in Russia’s Regions by Bryon Moraski. Russian 

Review, vol. 66, N1. pp. 165-166.   

4. Literature Reviews // University of North Carolina College of Arts 

and Sciences. 

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Literature-Reviews-

The-Writing-Center.pdf 

 

Seminar 7. Written Test 

 

Students will have to complete the written test in class. The written test 

will include both closed- and open-ended questions and will cover the 

content of first six seminars. 

 

Theme 5. The Structure of Scientific Research 

 

Seminar 8. The research plan. Inference as a key part of any 

research. The research question. 

 

What is the research plan (or program)? Is the research plan obligatory? 

What is an inference? Which types of inference exist? What is the 

research question? Which are the principles of a good research question? 

What is the role of the research question in political science research? 

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Barakso et al. 2014. Understanding Political Science Research 

Methods: The Challenge of Inference. New York: Routledge, pp. 

1-3, 36-55. 

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. Радаев В.В. 2001. Как организовать и представить 

исследовательский проект: 75 простых правил. М.: ГУ-ВШЭ 

– Инфра-М, C. 10-15. 

2. Booth W. C. et al. 2008. The Craft of Research (3rd ed.). 

Chicago, London: The University of Chicago Press, pp. 35-49. 

 

Seminar 9. Theory, hypotheses and conceptualization 

 

What is the research theory? How theory and inference are linked? What 

are the principles of a good theory? What is a hypothesis? Are there any 

linkages between theory and hypotheses? What are conceptualization and 

https://cdn.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/library/CoreSkills/Book_Reviews.pdf
https://cdn.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/library/CoreSkills/Book_Reviews.pdf
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Literature-Reviews-The-Writing-Center.pdf
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Literature-Reviews-The-Writing-Center.pdf


operationalization? Why should we do conceptualization and 

operationalization in our research projects? 

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Barakso et al. 2014. Understanding Political Science Research 

Methods: The Challenge of Inference. New York: Routledge, pp. 

27-29, 56-67, 74-80, 83-86. 

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. Радаев В.В. 2001. Как организовать и представить 

исследовательский проект: 75 простых правил. М.: ГУ-ВШЭ 

– Инфра-М, C. 22-23. 

2. Booth W. C. et al. 2008. The Craft of Research (3rd ed.). 

Chicago, London: The University of Chicago Press, pp. 51-66. 

 

Seminar 10. Types of research strategies. Research methods: an 

overview 

 

What types of research strategies exist? What are the principal similarities 

and differences between different research strategies? What are the 

peculiarities of each research strategy? What is a case study? What types 

of case studies exist? What is a research method? What types of research 

methods exist? How research strategies and methods could be linked to 

each other? 

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Barakso et al. 2014. Understanding Political Science Research 

Methods: The Challenge of Inference. New York: Routledge, pp. 

193-198. 

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. Радаев В.В. 2001. Как организовать и представить 

исследовательский проект: 75 простых правил. М.: ГУ-ВШЭ 

– Инфра-М, C. 23-26, 36-60. 

2. Barakso et al. 2014. Understanding Political Science Research 

Methods: The Challenge of Inference. New York: Routledge, pp. 

116-204. 

3. Lijphart A. 1971. Comparative Politics and the Comparative 

Method. The American Political Science Review, vol. 65, N3, pp. 

682-693. 

 

Theme 6. Preparing the Literature Review 

 

Seminar 11. The literature review 

 

Why does the literature review is an important part of any research 

project? What goals does the literature review pursuit? What is necessary 

for writing a good literature review? What sources of information exist? 

What are the differences between them?  

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Barakso et al. 2014. Understanding Political Science Research 



Methods: The Challenge of Inference. New York: Routledge, pp. 

67-71. 

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. Booth W. C. et al. 2008. The Craft of Research (3rd ed.). Chicago, 

London: The University of Chicago Press, pp. 84-100. 

2. Literature Reviews. 

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Literature-Reviews-

The-Writing-Center.pdf 

3. Радаев В.В. 2001. Как организовать и представить 

исследовательский проект: 75 простых правил. М.: ГУ-ВШЭ 

– Инфра-М, C. 61-84. 

 

Seminar 12. HSE Library e-resources 

 

There are no obligatory readings to this seminar, but you must bring your 

laptops to the seminar in order to have no less than one laptop per two 

students. 

 

Theme 7. Professional Ethics 

 

Seminar 13. Professional ethics. Rules of citation and phenomenon of 

plagiarism.  

 

What is plagiarism? What forms of academic ethics’ violations exist, 

except plagiarism? What is the HSE’s policy regarding academic ethics 

violations? How to quote, paraphrase and summarise appropriately? How 

to guard yourself against inadvertent plagiarism? 

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Порядок применения дисциплинарных взысканий при 

нарушениях академических норм в учебных работах в НИУ 

ВШЭ. 

https://www.hse.ru/data/2017/05/29/1172122720/%D0%9F%D1

%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD

%D0%B8%D0%B5%202.docx 

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. APSA’s Guide to Professional Ethics in Political Science. 

http://www.apsanet.org/portals/54/Files/Memos/ethicsguideweb.p

df 

2. Barakso et al. 2014. Understanding Political Science Research 

Methods: The Challenge of Inference. New York: Routledge, p. 

73. 

3. Booth W. C. et al. 2008. The Craft of Research (3rd ed.). Chicago, 

London: The University of Chicago Press, pp. 187-199. 

4. Oliver P. 2010. Student’s Guide to Research Ethics. McGraw-Hill 

Education, pp. 152-157. 

 

Theme 8. Principles of the Public Talk 

 

Seminar 14. Rules of giving public talks and features of good 

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Literature-Reviews-The-Writing-Center.pdf
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/files/2012/09/Literature-Reviews-The-Writing-Center.pdf
https://www.hse.ru/data/2017/05/29/1172122720/%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%202.docx
https://www.hse.ru/data/2017/05/29/1172122720/%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%202.docx
https://www.hse.ru/data/2017/05/29/1172122720/%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%202.docx
http://www.apsanet.org/portals/54/Files/Memos/ethicsguideweb.pdf
http://www.apsanet.org/portals/54/Files/Memos/ethicsguideweb.pdf


electronic presentation 

 

What are the principles and tricks of a good talk? 

 

Obligatory readings: 

1. Dahlin M. Giving a Conference Talk // University of Texas at 

Austin. 

http://www.cs.utexas.edu/~dahlin/professional/goodTalk.pdf 

2. Oral Presentations // Thompson Writing Program of Duke 

University. http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/oral-

presentation-handout.original.pdf 

3. How to Convert your Paper into a Presentation // Thompson 

Writing Program of Duke University. 

http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/paper-to-

talk.original.pdf 

 

Optional (but not obligatory) readings: 

1. Jackson M. O. Notes on Presenting a Paper // Stanford University. 

http://web.stanford.edu/~jacksonm/present.pdf 

 

Seminar 15. Practice: classroom talks 

 

Each student should prepare a classroom talk about any political science 

article published from 2016 to date. In addition to the talk, each student 

has to prepare a media presentation satisfying the principles considered at 

the previous seminar. There are no obligatory readings to this seminar. 

Indicative Self-Study 

Strategies 
Type +/– Hours 

Reading for seminars/tutorials (lecture 

materials, mandatory and optional resources) 

+ 98 

Assignments for seminars / tutorials / labs -  

E-learning / distance learning (MOOC/LMS) -  

Fieldwork -  

Project work -  

Preparation for the written test + 12 

Preparation for the exam + 12 

Academic Support for 

the Course 

Academic support for the course is provided both via LMS and Dropbox, 

where students can find obligatory readings and the text of this program. 

Facilities, Equipment 

and Software 

A class with a laptop, a film projector and a sound system are required for 

the seminars. 

Course Instructors Aleksey Gilev, Associate Professor (Department of Political Science), 

agilev@hse.ru 

Mikhail Turchenko, Lecturer (Department of Political Science), 

mturchenko@hse.ru 

 

http://www.cs.utexas.edu/~dahlin/professional/goodTalk.pdf
http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/oral-presentation-handout.original.pdf
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http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/paper-to-talk.original.pdf
http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/paper-to-talk.original.pdf
http://web.stanford.edu/~jacksonm/present.pdf
mailto:agilev@hse.ru
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