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About HSE — St. Petersburg

Higher School of Economics was established as a new-era university: open-minded, 
dynamic and unconventional. Nowadays, it is one of the top research universities in 
Russia. Having started as a school of economics in 1992, it now of ers programs at all 
levels of university education across a variety of fields. HSE is a pioneer in developing 
the network of campuses nationwide which has made HSE a major think-tank on 
Russian social and economic development. St. Petersburg’s unique location and 
university traditions contibuted to the establishment of HSE campus with international 
aspirations and high-quality education. In 1998 HSE — St. Petersburg enrolled its first 
students and since then it has proved to be one of the favorite choices for students 
from the city as well as from the entire country. 

HSE — St. Petersburg is a big family of more than 2000 students and 300 academic 
staf. We use individual and equal approach so that everyone feels like home. 

HSE — St. Petersburg is dedicated to excellence in teaching, in fundamental as well 
as applied research and it is aimed to become a dialogue platform of civil society for 
sustainable socio-economic and cultural development of Russia.

Sergey Kadochnikov, director, HSE — St. Petersburg: 
Higher School of Economics is an example of dy-
namically developing university with strong re-
search background, ambitious internationalization 
and strong national standing. Our dream is to make 
Higher School of Economics truly modern interna-
tional research university by using HSE  — St.  Pe-
tersburg as the international “hub” for educational, 
research, social and innovation activities of the HSE. 
The campus provides a lively environment in the city 
renowned for its beauty and historical landmarks. 
HSE — St. Petersburg is a university where you can 
develop your talents and skills and feel warming and 
welcoming atmosphere! 

The strategic plan of development of HSE — St. Petersburg envisages thorough 
internationali zation of research and education, recruitment of young research cad-
res from Rus sia, and active international recruitment of faculty and research fellows, 
including those in postdoctoral positions. Research program in the campus builds on 
the successful work of two international research laboratories (Comparative Social 
Research and Market Studies and Spatial Economics), an institutional international re-
search project (Comparative Historical Studies of Empire and Nationalism) and 10 na-
tional level research centers.
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Center for Market Studies and Spatial Economics

Center for Market Studies and Spatial Economics — Jacques-Francois Thisse, 
professor of the Catholic University in Louvain and Higher School of Economics: 
“The laboratory recruited many scholars with solid training and rich experience in 
conducting research. We also have a number of young researchers with high potential 
for developing and implementing new research agendas.” 

The HSE’s Center for Market Studies and Spatial Economics, which was established in 
2011, aims to obtain meaningful results in economic theory and empirical research 
based on a new class of models of market systems with free entry.

Areas of research:

Jacques-Francois Thisse

• The study of new possibilities of 
the monopolistically competitive 
markets under removal of 
restrictions on the constant 
elasticity of substitution between 
goods in consumption 

• Extended analysis of the model 
of monopolistically competitive 
markets by including it in models 
of endogenous growth and multi-
product output 

• Study of the nature of asymmetric 
solutions agglomeration model of 
core-periphery type 

• Empirical study of Russian 
interregional and international 
trade accounting for heterogenity 
of firms, sectors and trade flows 

• Development and testing of com-
putable general equilibrium models 
in the regions

Laboratory of Comparative Social Research

Ronald Inglehart

Laboratory of Comparative Social Research — Ronald Inglehart, professor of the 
University of Michigan and Higher School of Economics: ”Since I joined HSE in 2010, 
I’ve been delighted to work with absolutely first-rate people and I’ve developed 
a deep afection for Russia.” 

Established in 2010, the Laboratory for Comparative Social Research (LSCR) focuses 
on comparative studies using cross-sectioanal and longitudinal data. It has become 
one of the leading research institutions in Russia conducting comparative research on 
such topics as subjective well-being, nationalism, religiosity, migration, values, human 
development, trust and informal relations.

The LSCR provides both training and expertise for young scholars to increase their 
skills and competences in order to meet international standards.

Areas of research: 

http://ces.hse.ru/en/ 

• Tolerance: Nationalism, Migration, 
Religion 

• Subjective Well-being and Health 

• Modernization and Well-Being in 
Russia

http://lcsr.hse.ru/en/
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International Research Project “Comparative Historical 
Studies of Empire and Nationalism”

International Research Project “Comparative Historical Studies of Empire and 
Nationalism” — Ronald Suny, Charles Tilly Collegiate Professor of Social and Political 
History, The University of Michigan; Emeritus Professor of Political Science and History, 
The University of Chicago; The Higher School of Economics in St. Petersburg: “I found 
Russian students and young scholars extraordinary. Even though education and 
research was devalued during the 1990s, the Higher School of Economics is recreating 
the system of research and education on the world level.”

Areas of research:

Ronald Suny

• Theoretical understanding of 
empires as regimes of managing 
diversity 

• Historical explanation of 
nationalism as a political force 
emanating from imperial context 

• Ideological foundations of imperial 
rule and nationalist politics in 
comparative perspective 

• Territorialization of imperial 
governance in the Russian Empire 
and Soviet Union 

• Constitutionalism, autonomism, 
federalism, and the minority rights 
in empire and nation-states

Center of Excellence for Health Studies in Economics 
and Sociology of Health

Christopher Gerry

Center of Excellence for Health Studies in Economics and Sociology of Health — 
professor Christopher Gerry 

Areas of research:
• Health management: developing 

the conceptual framework 
through a comprehensive review 
of the international literature 
in health management and the 
management of risky behaviours; 
developing an appropriate multi-
and interdisciplinary methodology 
appropriate for the Russian context 

• Individual risk management: 
managing everyday health 
behaviors (smoking, drinking, 
exercise, diet, blood pressure etc) 

• Individual response strategies: 
responding, understanding, 

experience and adapting the 
behaviors when confronted by 
ill-health 

• Experiencing the healthcare system 
in the context of CVD and MI

http://spb.hse.ru/en/history/chsen/
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Prioritized interdisciplinary areas of research excellence: 
• Spatial Economics: Cities, Regions 

and International Trade 

• Modernization and Social Change 

• Nationalism, Religion, Empires

• Network Analysis 

• Digital Social Sciences and 
Humanities 

• Youth Studies 

• Migrations and Mobility 

• Public Health 

• Strategic International Management

Annual research conferences: 
• The Second International 

Conference “Education and Global 
Cities: Prospects of BRICS”, March, 
2015 

• Metropolitan Worlds: Global 
Cities Between Heritage and 
Development, May 28–30, 2015

Laboratory for Sociology of Education and Science Studies

Areas of research:

Daniel A. Alexandrov

• Migration and education 

• Social structure of higher education 
and science 

• School and educational trajectories 

• Sociological studies of local  
communities

Partnership
• Maastricht University, Faculty of 

Health, Medicine and Life Sciences, 
Netherlands

• Bremen International Graduate 
School of Social Sciences (BIGSSS), 
University of Bremen, Germany

http://slon.hse.ru/en/

• Department of Sociology and the 
Department of Interdisciplinary 
Social Sciences, Utrecht University, 
Netherlands

• Faculty of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences, Groningen University, 
Netherlands

• Cultural Diversity: Opportunities & 
Socialisation (CUDOS) Program in 
the University of Ghent, Belgium

The Laboratory was founded in fall 2007 at the HSE — St. Petersburg together with the 
program “Promoting Social Studies of Education in Russia” in the European University, 
St. Petersburg. 

Main Aims of the Laboratory — support of research on fundamental and applied 
issues of the sociology of education and science, integration of educational and 
research activities, the development of new forms of instruction and the involvement 
of students in research projects.
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Center for Youth Studies

Areas of research:

Elena L. Omelchenko

• Initiate and conduct fundamental 
as well as applied sociological 
and interdisciplinary research on 
relevant issues concerning youth 
practices, spaces, and lifestyles in 
Russia, Western Europe and Asia 

• Develop practical recommendations 
for correcting social and youth 
policy projects in the Russian 

Federation and other countries 
and the analytical and information 
support of corresponding municipal 
and state structures 

• Develop the comparative component 
of social research on youth from a 
national perspective, respecting pre-
existing theoretical and methodological 
theories and practices

Partnership
• University of Warwick, Great Britain

• University of Glasgow, Great Britain

• Tallinn University, Estonia

• Youth Research Centre, Germany 

• Kharkov State University, Ukraine

• Bishkek State University, Kyrgyzstan

• Sokhumi State University, Georgia

• The University of Manchester, Great 
Britain

Center for Youth Studies (CYS) was founded in 2009 through a partnership between 
HSE — St. Petersburg and the “Region” Research Center of Ulianovsk State University 
within the NRU HSE development program.

CYS is a research center aimed at large scale international projects concerning youth. 
It represents a fundamentally new academic space, where experienced researchers 
as well as students from diferent universities and diferent countries are invited for 
creative collaboration.

http://youth.hse.spb.ru/en
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Laboratory for Internet Studies

Areas of research: 

Olessia (Elena) Koltsova

• Improvement methodology of 
automatic analysis of texts 

• Mapping ethnic attitudes in Russian 
blogs 

• Mapping online-community of the 
antimedia orientation in Vkontakte 
social network 

• Recommender systems 

• Research of the AIDs dissidents in 
the Internet 

• Working out of public database 
and crowdsourcing web-resource 
for creating sentiment analysis 
instruments 

Laboratory for Internet Studies (LINIS) is a team of researchers from a variety of disci-
plines who have come together to do a pioneering research of issues that can not be 
addressed from within separate braches of science. 

The mission of LINIS is to study the Internet as a unique social, economic, linguistic 
and technical phenomenon. We also seek to learn more about the society that has 
“inhabited” the Internet and found it to be one of its natural modes of existence. 
For these goals the laboratory develops and adapts mathematical methods, al-
gorithms and software. All our projects   are collective and include people with 
various skills and of different stages in their careers — from undergrads to PhD 
students to mature researchers. This enhances mutual enrichment and exchange 
of ideas.
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Partnership
• Statistical Cybermetrics Research 

Group of Professor Mike Thelwall at 
Research Institute for Information & 
Language Processing, University of 
Southampton, Great Britain

• Faculty of Journalism, Media 
and Communication, Södertörn 
University, Sweden

http://linis.hse.ru/en/ 

Center for Asian and African Studies

Areas of research: 

Evginy I. Zelenev

• “Minority” vs. “Majority” in historical 
and cultural continuum of Asia and 
Africa 

• Factors of sociocultural and ethno 
cultural disengagement 

• The processes of formation of new 
identities, associations and social 
movements 

• Interaction of political and socio-
cultural majority and minority 

Partnership
• Vietnam Institute of Culture and Arts Studies — VICAS, Vietnam

http://spb.hse.ru/en/caas/

Established in 2014, the Centre for Asian and African studies acts predominantly as 
a coordinating body to bring together specialists in a wide variety of disciplines.

Geographically, the Centre mainly covers the Middle East, Africa, East and Southeast 
Asia. It serves as a forum for academic interaction through thematic seminars, 
workshops, conferences, lectures, etc. that enable scholars to discuss and debate 
topics of comparative character as well as of regional importance. 

The Centre is thus eager to support both comparative and regional research on Asia 
and Africa and aims to promote dialogue within the student body of the Department 
of Asian and African Studies and across the University in general. The CAAS focuses 
on Asia and Africa as objects of knowledge in the broadest sense, from aspects of 
mythology to geopolitical issues. The Centre's programming therefore addresses 
an array of contemporary approaches, blending theoretical and empirical research, 
cross-national methods and pioneering analysis.
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Research Laboratory for Logistics Studies

Areas of Research: 

Valerii S. Lukinskiy

• Theoretical basis and applied 
instrumental methods of research 
in logistics and the supply chain 
management 

• Study, adaptation and 
dissemination of the international 
and Russian experience 

• Introduction of advanced concepts 
and technologies of logistics and 
the supply chain management 

• Working out on theoretical 
and applied aspects of modern 
logistics infrastructure and the 
market of transport and logistics 
service on the both macro- and 
microeconomic levels

http://loglab.hse.ru/

Research Laboratory for Logistics Studies was established in 2013 to implement 
research and design projects. The activity of the Laboratory is based on the 
promising scientific tendencies in logistics together with the using modern computer 
technologies.

Partnership
• Turku School of Economics at 

the University of Turku, Logistics, 
Finland

• Transport and telecommunication 
institute, Latvia

Center for Historical Research

Areas of research: 

Adrian A. Selin

• Comparative studies of Empire, 
Nationalism, and Colonialism 

• Environmental history and history 
of technology and mobility 

• History of Construction of Political 
Borders Boundaries, Cultural 
Boundaries, and Contact Zones 

• Intellectual history and political 
theory

http://spb.hse.ru/en/history/chr/

The Center for Historical Research is the research division of the department of history. 
The Center facilitates individual and collective research and provides organizational 
support for Russian and international research conferences and seminars. The Center 
hosts international associate research fellows and integrates their individual research 
into collective research projects.

In accordance with the strategic mission of the department of history, the activity of the 
Center for Historical Research is focused on historical studies of Early Modern, Modern 
and Contemporary History and is aimed at developing innovative methodological 
approaches of global, comparative, and transnational history and also to foster cross-
disciplinary connections in historical research.



Higher School of Economics in St. Petersburg

Research Centers and Laboratories 16 – 17

Laboratory for Comparative Legal Research

Tatiana A. Alexeeva

The Laboratory for Comparative Legal Research was founded in 2009.

Areas of research: 
• Civil, financial, criminal and 

international law, constitutional 
justice

Partnership
• L’Istituto di Teoria e Tecniche 

dell’Informazione Giuridica di 
CNR,Italy

• Research center “Giorgio La Pira“, Italy

• ISPROM, Italy

http://www.hse.spb.ru/science/lspi/info-en.phtml

Laboratory for Corporate Innovation Systems Research

Elena M. Rogova

The Laboratory for Comparative Innovation Systems Research was established in 2010. 
The main aim of the Laboratory is to form a competitive scientific center focusing on 
fundamental and applied research of the corporate innovation systems.

Areas of research: 
• Research of comparative innovation 

activity and mechanisms of 
technological transfer 

• Economic evaluation of projects 
technology project and their impact 
on financial and non-financial indexes 
of innovation-active companies 

• Study methods of implementing 
technology audit 

Partnership
• Aalto University, Finland

• Lappeenranta University of 
Technology, Finland

• Ecole Supérieure des Sciences 
Commerciales d'Angers, France

• State University of New York, USA

• Cracow Economic University, Poland

http://spb.hse.ru/likis/



Higher School of Economics in St. Petersburg

Research Centers and Laboratories 18 – 19

Laboratory for Economics of Culture

Valerii E. Gordin

Areas of research: 
• Innovations in culture 

• Investigation of the services of 
military reconstruction festivals 

• Modern methods of management 
in the museum 

• Formation of gastronomic brands 

Partnership
• Vilnius Gediminas Technical 

University, Lithuania

http://cultecon.hse.ru/

Nowadays the Laboratory for Economics of Culture is working up the issue of 
innovative cooperation between cultural heritage and creative industries. 

The Laboratory also manages scientific projects, takes part in scientific and practical 
conferences.

Laboratory of Urban Studies

Leonid E. Limonov

The Laboratory of Urban Studies was established in 2011 as a center for implemen-
tation of scientific research projects such as “Economic development of the Russian 
cities in the Post-Soviet period”

Areas of research: 

• Data gathering of information 

about development of Russian 

cities with more than 100 thousand 

citizens in Post-Soviet period

• Economic analysis of databases

Partnership
• Institut für Wirtschaftsforschung 

Halle (IWH) / Department of Urban 
Economics, Germany

• World Bank. Poverty reduction 
and Economic Management Unit. 
Europe and Central Asia Region

• Regional Studies Association

http://spb.hse.ru/lui/
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HSE — St. Petersburg: International Partnership


