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1. Course name, ECTS, quarter/semester, contact hours 

History of the Arctic and the Northern Areas, 6 ECTS, quarter 3, 44 contact hours 

2. Author of the course  

Julia Lajus, Associate Professor, School for Social Sciences and Humanities, National 

Research University Higher School of Economics, St. Petersburg, Academic Head of 

International MA Programme in Applied and Interdisciplinary History "Usable Pasts" 

http://spb.hse.ru/en/ma/apphist/ 

email: jlajus@hse.ru 

 

3. Outline  

This course provides the general history of the Northern areas of our planet in the 

perspective of transnational, comparative and global history.  This course focuses on the 

economic, social, environmental, political and cultural history of the Circumpolar North. 

It introduces a wide interdisciplinary view on diverse human experiences in the North, 

problems of regional history, the North in the light of highly required interdisciplinary 

expertise in administrating, resource management, and regional studies. Within the 

course students will learn about key works and directions in circumpolar studies. 

The course will examine such themes as the interplay between the outside, expert and 

indigenous knowledge, expectations and experiences in the North. It will focus on both 

human and non-human connections in history of the area. Key historical trends will be 

examined to demonstrate how the North was incorporated into nation-states that govern 

the circumpolar regions of the world. The course will locate the development of the 

North in larger historical trends of colonial and post-colonial studies, history of science 

and exploration, technology and environment, international efforts in region-building in 

the Arctic and national concerns of different states on security, resources and human-

being in the North. 

4. Structure and content 

The course includes the following main sections:  

Topic 1. Introduction to studies of the Circumpolar North: key dates and history. History 

of the North in the framework of colonial and post-colonial studies. Different 

meanings of the North and the Arctic in Scandinavian, Canadian, Russian 

history. Circumpolar North vs Arctic: region-building processes in the second 

half of the 20th century.  

Topic 2. Role of natural resources and environment in the history of the Circumpolar 

North. Experts knowledge in exploration and the exploitation of the North. 

History of the Arctic Ocean.  

Topic 3. Peoples and cultures in the context of polar history. Indigenous knowledge vs 

expert knowledge.  

http://spb.hse.ru/en/ma/apphist/
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Topic 4. History of international relations, international organizations, scientific activities 

and modes of governance (Artic Council, International Polar Years etc.) in the 

Arctic. Comparative history of the Arctic and Antarctic. 
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5. Prerequisites: no prerequisites except knowledge of English not lower than upper-

intermediate level  

 

 6.   Assessment 

Coursework 2000-word essays (40%):   

Oral examination in a form of project presentation (30%) 

Class participation mark (30%) 

 


